Variegated or Painted Warp
There are many beautiful variegated yarns for sale but when you use them, you just get a muddy mess
because the colors do not line up like you would like them to.
You can warp in way that the colors will line up.
I sampled the process in the Handwoven article “Turning a Painted Skein of Yarn Into a Painted Warp”,
Ruth Ronan, July 2010, pages 40 and 41.
Warp yarn:
8/2 unmercerized cotton, dark blue
8/2 pearl variegated cotton, Sapphire Combo
My pattern was two stripes of the variegated yarn surrounded by stripes of the dark blue. The original
set was 24 ends per inch.
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When you warp, you are making a loop on the warping board. The length of the loop is the length of the
warp. You want the loop size to be such that the colors line up, so the loop length will be determined by
where the color changes occur in the warp. The loop length is some multiple of the color change length.
So if all colors change in a span of 12 inches and then repeat, your loop length will be some multiple of
12 inches. I put the yarn on the board and saw what pegs I needed to use to get it to line up. You may
need to have a loop between two pegs to get it to line up.
The picture shows the top 4 pegs on my warping board. I started where indicated and looped around
the board. I used ½ inch sections. I wound the two 1-inch variegated sections together on the warping
board so the color changes would line up across the warp.
I measure the length of the variegated warp and then wound the dark blue sections as I would normally
just making the warping the same length or a little longer than the variegated sections. I warped each
dark blue section separately to make it easier to place them around the variegated warp.
I used two set of counting ties. The one of the left side of the image is the one I use when warping. The
one on the right was used to be able to group the top and bottom counting ties together. This enables
you to put a knot there so you can loop it over the back beam (if you are warping back to front).
After winding, I tied the top and bottom counting ties together. In this case, I have two one-half inch
groups. After placing ties along the length, I cut where shown in the picture.

I warp from back to front so that is the process I will describe.
I put an overhand knot in each ½ inch group. These are the top and bottom groups I tied together on the
warping board. I put these tied ½ groups through the back bar. I spread the variegated yarn in the
raddle with space in between for the blue section. I put the cross of the variegated sections in the lease
stick.
With the cross in the lease sticks, I cut the thread that held the cross. I separated into two groups and
retied the cross so I would not lose it when I put the solid piece in between.
I then added each of the blue sections on either side of the variegated sections. I first put one side, then
I removed one of the variegated sections and put it in the middle. I put the variegated section back and
added the last dark blue section. I then warped as usual.
I started weaving and tested three different wefts:
1. Same 8/2 dark blue as the warp
2. A lighter 10/2
3. A black 10/2
I did not think enough of the warp was showing so I reslayed to 30 epi so the fabric was more warp
faced. That gave a better result.
I think I would have gotten a better result if I would have used variegated yarn that contrasted more
with the stripes/weft. The fabric looked the best where the variegated yarn was lightest.

Here is the sampler for different colors at the looser set:

Here is the finished piece at the tighter set after washing and drying:

